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Many women are attending college in greater numbers than before. They are going for degrees in math and science—fields once
thought to be the province of men. Today, about 22 percent of U.S. women hold bachelor’s degrees, up from 16 percent in
1970, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Thirty-six percent of bachelor’s degrees were awarded to women in 1970. A surge
in interest among young women has helped drive this trend. In 2014, more than two-thirds of 30-year-old women reported
having a bachelor’s degree or higher, compared with less than half of 30-year-old men, the Census Bureau said. In addition, the
kinds of degrees awarded to women are changing. Women have begun receiving degrees in math and science, which is
increasing their employability and allowing them to eventually reach the peak of the pay scale. In 1970, men typically earned
more in these fields, according to the Census Bureau. Women also are earning degrees in media and journalism, a field
dominated by men. The surge in women who are getting degrees in math and science doesn’t necessarily translate to job
openings in these fields. The Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that the number of math and science jobs in the U.S. has
increased only slightly since 2010, adding more than 650,000 jobs. Still, some economists think universities should make it
easier for women to enter certain fields. Lauren Rivera, an economics professor at the University of San Francisco, says that
women should have access to internships in math and science and that universities should make room for both women and men
who want to pursue these degrees. “If we want more women to enter these fields, we should be making that easier,” Rivera says.
“It’s not OK that women are forced to choose between a family and a career in math and science. They should be able to pick
and choose. 3e33713323
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